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ér(ém’m n &xé(s Deo!

You see it on Christmas cards and sing it in carols—Gloria in excelsis Deo! “Glory to God in the highest!”
This is the song of the angels in Luke’ story of Jesus birth: “And suddenly there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests’ ” (LLuke 2:13-14).

You also know it as a song we sing at Mass. At Mass, the singing of the Gloria is the entire action
taking place—no processions or anything else—because giving praise to God is what we were made for,
especially when we gather for the Eucharist.

The Gloria is the Church’s way of giving praise to God simply for being God. The first part of the Gloria
is all about who God the Father is for us—heavenly King, the Almighty who is worshiped, blessed,
thanked, and praised. We fully see God’s glory in the coming of Jesus Christ. So the second part of
the Gloria gives praise to Christ who is Son of the Father, Lamb of God, and seated at the Father’s
right hand. Even the two phrases that are petitions, “have mercy on us” and “receive our prayer,” are
statements of praise because we trust in God’s mercy, which we receive through the Holy Spirit. The
Gloria culminates in a “doxology,” an acclamation of praise to the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

When we sing the Gloria at Christmastime and throughout the year, we learn how to give praise to God
first for who God is as well for what God does for us. In this season when the desire to “get” things can
easily overshadow the need to give, the Gloria reminds us to “give”—praise to God. Gloria!

Table Prayer for the Christmas Season

For the song of the angels:
Gloria in excelsis Dco!
For every gift sent from heaven:
Glory to God in the highest!
For the birth of our Savior:
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
For the love of God in the human family:
Glory to God in the highest!
For the food on this table:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

For our growth in faith, hope, and love:
Glory to God in the highest!

For the work of feeding the hungry:
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

For every good deed done in God’s name:
Glory to God in the highest!

For peace on earth and good will everywhere:
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

For joyful glad tidings today and each day:
Glory to God in the highest!
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You get an Epiphany!

“Epiphany”

“manifestation,” or “appearing,
great Christmas season [east we remember
how God was revealed to the world as an
infant in a manger. Among the first to see this

ere’sa Christmas seasonriddle: What
happenswhenyouputtogethermagi,

ariver, and a wedding feast?

means a “revelation,”

and on this

Christmas Season Daily
Morning Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ,

be with me as 1 begin this day.
Joy of the angels,

let your good news
fill my every word.

were the magi, foreigners who followed a star
to see the Christ Child (Matthew 2:1-12).
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But the story of the magi is just one part of the Bright Morningstar,
“revelation celebration.” For the Eastern Orthodox churches, Epiphany (January shine through my thoughts
6) is also the day to remember Christs revelation as God’s beloved Son at his and deeds.

baptism in the river Jordan (Matthew 3:16~17). On this day they celebrate the

sacrament of baptism, and in some (very cold!)

h countries, cross-shaped holes will be cut in frozen
rivers to immerse the new Christians!

Sun of Justice,
rise in my heart today
and every day. Amen.

This still isn't a complete picture of Epiphany.
Christs divinity was also revealed at the wedding
feast at Cana. where Jesus turned six jars of water
into wine (John 2:1-11). Here, Christ reveals his
divine power through this first of his miracles.

These three stories form a triptych. A triptych
is a piece of art divided into three panels or
sections showing dilferent, yet related, scenes, and
their combination gives the entire work deeper
meaning. So these three Gospel passages show
us the deeper
meaning of Christ’s birth in human flesh

Christmas Season Daily
Evening Prayer

© .S Paluch Co., Inc

Lord Jesus Christ,

i ; : stay with me
The Epiphany is not only about revealing tay wit €

Christ’s divinity but also about highlighting his
humanity. Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
Christ’s body, broken and handed over, risen and
glorilied, transforms our human lives into divine

for evening has
Glory of 1
may I rejoi

at your throne.
Light of the world,
remain with me

VETl,
> with the saints

revelations—signs—ol God with us.

When you celebrate Epiphany this year,
remember not just the three kings but also the
three ways God’s wondrous love for humanity is
revealed. And the next time you see a tiny baby,

dip your hand in the water of the font, or toast

through the darkn

Prince of Peace,

grant me a restful,
the bride and groom at a wedding, see if you can recognize the divine presence ol restoring sl ep. Amen.
God revealed in these holy, human events.
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. and the Word became flesh.
Being fully human, Jesus’ mortal life was limited,
as ours is. Just as he was born, he would also—
eventually, somehow—have todie. He did so through
the sacrifice on the cross, and rose again, glorified,
from the dead. The Spirit of God continues to
unite wondrously the mortal and immortal natures
of Christ in every
Eucharist. We receive
in our own bodies the
very presence of the
true Body and Blood
that were sacrificed
on Calvary and raised
from the tomb for our
eternal glory. ©17.8. Paluch Co., Inc.

All the ends of the earth have seen God’s saving power.
At the end of each Mass, we become a people

“on the go” again—like Mary and Joseph, the
shepherds, and the magi. We are also like Christ

at his baptism, when he began his public ministry.
Our baptism also calls us to let others know that
Christ is the heart of our daily story. It is through
us that the Holy Spirit continues to make the Word
of God come alive for others. We go forth in joy, to
love and serve, so all the earth will see God’s saving
power!



Arise in splendor!
Your light has come!
People in the
Christmas stories
are “on the
go”—Mary and
Joseph journey
to Bethlehem, the
shepherds leave
their flocks to find
Jesus lying in the
manger, the magi
5. Paluch Co e wander by the light
of a star 1o worship
Christ. We are people “on the go” who come to
adore him, Christ the Lord, when we gather to
celebrate the Eucharist. Each Sunday we may come
from dilferent places, but the heart of the story for
all of us is the same now as then: Christ the Lord.

In the beginning was the Word . . .

John the Evangelist begins his “Christmas story”
with these words. The Word he describes is eternal
and is the source of all created life. This is why
our weekly time with the words of scripture are so
important: it is our way of being in touch with and
instructed by the divine presence of God,

who speaks (0 us through these words. For us
today, these words are still the source of our life,
as the Holy Spirit who inspired them continues to
inspire us.
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100 Grand Years 1907-2007
Member FDIC
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800 Faxon Rd.
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Consider Remembering

141 East First Street, Waconia MN 55387
952-442-2121 www.johnsonfh.com

Your Parish Ascension Parishioner 952-467-2313
. . Hours: Mon & Fri 8 AM-5PM
in Your Will. Tue-Wed-Thu 8:30 AM-5 PM Cologne
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orfurtherinformation. | ) 41> 4038 222 W, Main St. 210 Paul Ave.
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www.mayerlumber.doitbest.com
201 Ash Ave. So., Mayer, MN

952-657-2291

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

DOWNTOWN WACONIA
442-4242

Central Auto Inc,
S

eFront End Alignment » Towing
*Custom Fxhaust ¢ Engine Rebuilding
952-467-2540

10 Railroad St. Norwood Young America
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Specializing in Quality, Late Model, Sport and
Collectable Cars & Trucks
We Clean and Detail Cars
Roger Kieman WM sportcarsmin com
Norwood Young America 952-467-3800

Well prepared students
for tomorrow’s world!

Millstong Pantry, Luc § R 75

= Panini Sandwiches * Scones « Flat Bread Pizza 8 ' Birtha part drinks a cup
« Speciatty Coffees * Desserts = » Bowling + Bithday Parties

MFGAM-7PM Sa.7AM-5PM Su 9AM-5PM ]’_]ngHrgOL 30820 Batting Cage « Golf imulator of ADVERTISED coffee

18 3rd Ave. S.E., NYA 952-467-4800| /105 sy < coiogr. s sz NYA 952-467-3500 drives to work
Ty in an ADVERTISED car

econo®foods STORM G I oo tr
‘ Tnsurance refuses to ADVERTISE
Shop Fresh, Shop Smart! WELDING & MFG. INC. y l{i‘;\’:CES ac believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor
Norwood-Young America he ADVERTISES it for sale.
952-467-2535 WHY IS IT?
Be at home with God's Word all week long!
Living the Wovd includes Lectionary readings,
commentaries and discussion/reflection questions
for Sundays and Holy Days.
only $12.95. Quantity discounts available.

Equipment Repairs & Mfg.
952-466-3343
P.O.Box 76, Cologne 513 W. Lake St.
www.stormsweldingmfg.com

Agent/Owner

710 Faxon Rd., NYA
952-467-1999

MIDTOWN
FAMILY RESTAURANT
* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Dinner
Open 6 AM Daily
Jim & Donna Richter, Parishioners
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NYA 952-467-2721
For a wide selection of Catholic greeting cards,
N . L. 800-566-6150
artwork, and inspirational recordings, visit World Library Publications
www.wlpmusic.com. the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wip ic.com
800-566-6150 WILLEMS CABINETS
& WOODWORKING, INC.
Cabi Fumnif
World Library Publications & Formica Work
the music and liturgy division of .. Paluch Co., Inc. e St e 4662522

o SCHMIDT CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
“Experience the Difference”
* Natural Healthcare for All Ages
* Massage Therapy & Ear Candling

952-467-2505

s¢3 952-467-3000
g}T%EAl}Q WE WANT TO BE
YOUR BANK!

www.CitizensStateBankNYA.com

Dr. Julie Schmidt
wwwjspaluch.com

320 Hill St., NYA
108550 St Bernard Church
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